CHASTEENS-SHASTEENS IN THE SCIOTO VALLEY OF OHIO
BY CAMERON ALLEN
 

Geraldine Brown Buland opened her article on "Unidentified Chastain Families in Ohio" (Chestnut Tree, Vol. 13, #3, pp. 8-10 Jul 1988) by quoting from The History of Ross and Highland Counties, Ohio (William Brothers, 1880), p. 262: "William Shasteen removed from Rockbridge Co., VA, and settled on the Ohio River below Gallipolis, where he remained two years.  In 1819 he moved to Ross Co. OH and settled in Union Township, on the place now owned by Jacob Slager, then owned by Ezekiel Thompson.  He died there about 1853.  His son, William, born in Virginia in 1814, has resided in the vicinity since his settlement in 1819."

 

This is a useful starting point on the Shasteens of Gallia, Ross and Pickaway Counties, Ohio, because it gives some valuable clues, but it is my opinion that this brief account contains some major errors of name and date.  The alleged ancestor William is not listed by the Census in Ross County, Ohio, in 1820, 1830, 1840 or 1850.  The only three Chasteen households listed in the State of Ohio in the 1820 Census, all in Union Township, Ross County, Ohio are:

                             Robert Chasteen

                             John Chasteen

                             James Chasteen                 all aged 26-45 (p. 242)

 

There were two other Chasteens of the same general age level who appeared briefly in Ross County during the 1820s: Edward (Edmund) Shasteen and William Shasteen.

 

On June 1827 the heirs of Allison Clark Looker sold a tract of 30 acres on the waters of Crooked Creek to

Edward Shasteen (Ross Co., OH Deed Bk. 24, p. 67)  Within a year Edmund Shasteen had lost this land.  At the may Term of the Court of Common Please of Ross County in 1828 John Swindleer recovered a judgment against William Shasteen, James Shasteen and Edmund Shasteen for the sum of $165.30 in action on the case.  Thereupon, John Tarlton, Sheriff of Ross County, levied on the 30 acre tract of Edmund Shasteen lying on the waters of Crooked Creek, and on 29 Sep 1828 the Sheriff sold the tract to John Swindler...(Ross Co., OH Deed Bk. 24, p. 498)

 

By the time of the taking of the 1830 Census, not one of these five men (Robert, John, James, William and Edmund/Edward Shasteen) was to be found in Ross County.  As well be seen, the widows of Robert Shasteen and James Shasteen, Nancy and Martha, are to be found as heads of household in Ross County in 1830.  John, William and Edmund/Edward had departed the county.  Of these we know that Edmund and William surfaced in the new frontier portion of Ohio, extreme Northwest Ohio, in Henry County, later Defiance County.  Let us seek to determine what became of these Chasteen/Shasteen men.  First of all, it should be noted that the 1820 spelling of Chasteen was, by the mid-1820s, giving way to the spelling Shasteen, and underwent a permanent change in orthography in this portion of the family.

 

Let us look first at Robert Chasteen, apparently the eldest of the five men who we presently assume to have been brothers.  It is Robert that the 1880 Williams Brothers history (quoted in the first paragraph) probably had in mind when discussing "William", father of William Shasteen.  That history sends the search to Rockbridge Co., Virginia, and there just one Chasteen marriage is to be found:

                                     

            Robert Chasteen - Nancy Casky, daughter of Archibald Casky, deceased; married 7 Feb 1804

            by Samuel Houston, Presbyterian minister.  (Rockbridge County, Virginia Marriages, 1778-1850,  
            by Dorthie and Edwin C. Kirkpatrick, Athens, Georia, Iberian, c. 1985), p. 51.

 

by the 1820 Census we know that Robert Chasteen was living in Union Township of Ross County, Ohio, his household being therein described as follows:

 

             one male, aged 26-45, therefore b. between 1774-1794

                (posited: this was Robert Chasteen)

             one female, aged 26-45, b. between 1774-1794.

                (posited: this was Nancy Casky Chasteen, his wife)

             two males, aged 10-16, b. between 1804-1810

             two females, aged 10-16, b. between 1804-1810

             four males, aged 0-10, b. between 1810-1820

 

  Sometime between 1820 and 1830 Robert Chasteen died in Ross County, Ohio, probably about 1825-1827.  there is no record of an estate, and there were nod deeds involving him.  In the 1830 Census there were just three Shasteen households listed in Union Township, Ross County, OH:

 

               James Shasteen

                   (who we shall see was Robert's eldest son) p. 223)

               Martha Shasteen

                    apparently a widow, aged 30-40, p. 224

               Nancy Shasteen

                    apparently a widow, aged 30-40, p. 224)  Her household is described as follows:

 

                       One female, aged 40-50 therefore b. between 1779-1790

                            (posited: Nancy Shasteen, widow of Robert)

                       one male, aged 20-30, b. 1800-1810

                       two males, aged 15-20, b. 1809-1815

                       one male, aged 5-10, between 1819-1825

                       one female, aged 5-10, b. 1819-1825

                       one female aged 0-5, b. 1825-1830

 

Nancy Shasteen again appeared in the Census of 1840 for Union Township, Ross County, her household described as follows:

 

                      one female aged 40-50 therefore b. between 1789-1800

                          (posited: was Nancy Shasteen, widow of Robert)

                      two males, aged 15-20, b. 1819-1825

                      two females, aged 15-20, b. 1819-1825

                      one female, aged 10-15,, b. 1825-1830

 

From these 1820, 1830 and 1840 Census entries for the household of Robert and/or Nancy Chasteen/Shasteen, set against Chasteen/Shasteen marriage entries in Ross County, these Shasteens are tentatively assigned as the issue of Robert and Nancy (Casky) Chasteen/Shasteen:

 

                 Mary Shasteen, b. ca. 1804, m. 23 Jun 1826, Andrew Ewing

                 James Shasteen b. 2 Jan 1807; d. 18 Jun 1866

                       m. 12 Sep 1829, Eleanor Cryan

                Sarah Shasteen b. ca. 1808

                Robert Shasteen b. ca. 1809, Rockbridge County, Virginia

                                         d. 15 Feb 1892, Ross Co., VA (Carpender, Ross County Death Records,

                                             Bk.3, p. 3)

                                         m.  1) 7 Mar Rockbridge County  (Golf)

                                               2)   19 Mar 1855, Mrs. Miranda Minear) Whitten, widow of William Whitten.

 

               Elizabeth Shasteen, b. ca. 1811

                                             m. 12 Jun 1828, Thomas Sturgeon

               William Shasteen, b. ca. 1814 d. 14 Jun 1902, Ross Co., Ohio

                                          m. 22 Mar 1836 Elizabeth Pritchard

               Archibald Shasteen b. say 1815; d. 1850 Ross Co., OH

                           named after his maternal grandfather Archibald Casky.

               Edward Shasteen b. ca. 1817/1818; m. Caroline _______________.  

               Nancy Shasteen, b. 1823/1824

                                         m. 14 Aug 1842, James Beaver

 

By the 1850 Census the widow Nancy Shasteen, her son Edward and her daughter and son-in-law Nancy and James Beaver had migrated to Fulton Co., Illinois:

 

#85 (p. 275/276)  James Beaver, 29, b. OH

                         Nancy, 26, b. OH

                         Azaria, 6, b. OH

                         Edward, 5, b. OH

                         Milton, 2 1/2, b. IL

                         Nancy Shasteen, 50, b. PA

 

#167 (p. 281)      Edward Shasteen, 32, b. VA

                         Caroline, 30, b. OH

                         Clarissa, 10, b. OH

                         Henry, 7, b. OH

                         Elizabeth, 3, b. OH

 

Comparing the 1820, 1830 and 1840 Census listings to Robert/Nancy Chasteen/Shasteen with this 1850 Census listing, it will be observed that there is a discrepancy in Nancy's reported age:

                        1820, wife of Robert, aged 26-45, b. 1774/1794

                         1830, Nancy, aged 40-50, b. 1779/1790

                         1840, Nancy, aged 40-50, b. 1789/1800

                         1850, Nancy, aged 50, b. ca. 1799/1800

 

Such discrepancies are, of course, frequently encountered in Census information.  Nancy to have been married in 1804, cannot well have been born later than 1790.

 

The second Chasteen household in the 1820 census for Ross County was that of John Chasteen:

                      one male aged 26-45, therefore b. between 1774 & 1794

                      one female aged 16-26, therefore b. between 1793-1804

                      two males, aged 0-10, b. between 1809-1820

                      one female, aged 0-10, b. between 1809-1820

 

Considering the clue in the Williams Brothers history of 1880 that "William" Shasteen had "first settled on the Ohio River below Gallipolis" the following Gallia County, Ohio, marriage record is believed to related to this John Shasteen:

                 John Shasteen married Hannah Whitten 3 May 1815, by Henry Waugh, J. P. 
                      (Gallia Co., OH Marriage Records 1805-1865, DAR typescript, vol. 1, p.3 4)

 

This five year period between marriage and Census enumeration would have provided time enough for the arrival of the three children enumerated.  Further, it is interesting to observe that Whittens settled in Ross County and may have accompanied John Chasteen from Gallia County as family connections.

 

In the year following 1820 Ross County Census the following marriage took place in Gallia County:

                       John Chastine m. Susan Campbell 1 Feb 1821, by N. Thevenin) Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 99)

 

It would seem highly likely that John Shasteen of 1815 and John Chastine of 1821 were one and the same, and that this was a second marriage for John.  Apparently Hannah had died.  But prior to 1830 John Chasteen/Shasteen had departed Ross County.  He may have gone to Northwest Ohio with Edmund and William.

 

The third Chasteen household in the 1820 Census of Ross County was that of James Chasteen, described as follows: 

                       one male aged 26-45, therefore b. between 1774-1794

                           (posited: this was James Chasteen)

                       one female, aged 45 or more, b. before 1775

                            (posited: this was either the mother or the mother-in-law of James Chasteen)

                       one female, aged 16-26 b. between 1793-1804

                            (posited: this was the wife of James Chasteen)

                       two males, aged 0-10, b. between 1810-1820

                       two females, aged 0-19, b. between 1810-1820

 

There are reasons for believing that the Martha Shasteen household described in the 1830, 1840 and 1850 census was the successor to the James Chasteen household: that Martha was the wife and then the widow of James.  The names of John's wives are known; the name of Edmund's wife is known; the name of William's wife is unknown, but his connection with Ross County seems to have been very fleeting.  further, the name of a son in the household arguably replicates the name of the father.

 

The Martha Shasteen household in the 1830 Census is described as follows:

                    one female aged 30-40, b. between 1789-1800

                          (posited: this was Martha, widow of James Shasteen)

                    one male, aged 15-20, b. 1810-1815

                    one male, aged 10-15, b. 1815-1820

                    one male, aged 5-10, b. 1820-1825

                    two females, aged 5-10, b. 1820-1825

                    one female, aged 0-5, b. 1825-1830

 

In the 1840 Census the Martha Shasteen household is described as follows:

                    one female, aged 49-50, b. 1789-1800

                       (posited: Martha)

                    one male, aged 20-30, b. 1810-1820

                    two females, aged 15-20, b. 1820-1825

 

In the 1850 Census of Union Township, this household continued:

#1975 (p. 134)   Martha Shasteen, 53, b. VA  (ca. 1796/97)

                        James Shasteen, 31, b. OH  (ca. 1818/19)

                        Nancy Shasteen, 29, b. VA  (ca. 1820/21)

                        Eliza Shasteen, 23, b. OH  (ca. 1826/27)

 

By 1860 the Census reported:

#860  (p. 99)      James Shasteen, 37, b. OH  (ca. 1822/23)

                        Martha Shasteen, 60, b. VA  (ca. 1799/1800)

                        Nancy Shasteen, 30, b. OH  (ca. 1829/1830)

                        Eliza Shasteen, 25, b. OH  (ca. 1834/35)

 

Note that from 1830/1860 the birth date approximation for Martha remains close and that the wife of James in 1820 is in accord with the age approximation:

                       1820: wife of James, b. between 1793-1804

                        1830: Martha, b. between 1789/1800

                        1840: Martha, b. between 1789/1800

                        1850: Martha, b. ca. 1796/1797

                         1860: Martha b. ca. 1799/1800

 

If this analysis is correct and Martha was the widow of James, then James must have died between May 1828 and the taking of the Census of 1830.  There are no deeds involving James in Ross County, nor any estate record.

 

Edmund (Edmond/Edward) Shasteen, purchaser of land in Ross County in 1827, disappeared prior to 1830 from Ross County.  By the time of the 1830 Census he was located in Henry County, Ohio, Richland Township (p. 163)  The 1830 Ohio Census Index unfortunately misses him.  Most unfortunately, also, the records of Henry County were destroyed in a courthouse fire in 1848.  His 1830 Census entry is as follows:

 

                   Edmond Shasteen

                   one male, aged 49-50 therefore b. between 1779-1790

                   one female, aged 30-40, therefore b. between 1789-1800

                   two males, aged 10-15, therefore b. between 1814-1820

                   one male, aged 5-10, therefore b. between 1820-1825

                   two males, aged 0-5, therefore b. between 1825-1830

                   one female, aged 0-5, therefore b. between 1825-1830

 

He continued in Henry Co., OH where the 1840 Census described his household as follows: (P. 285)

                   Edmond Shasteen

                   one male, aged 60-70, therefore b. between 1769-1780

                   one female, aged 40-50, therefore b. between 1789-1800

                   one male, aged 15-20, therefore b. between 1819-1825

                   three males, aged 10-15, therefore b. between 1825-1830

                   one female, aged 10-15, therefore b. between 1825-1830

                   two males, aged 0-5, therefore b. between 1835-1840

                   one female, aged 0-5, therefore b. between 1835-1840

 

With the formation of Defiance County, Ohio, in 1845 out of Henry County, Ohio, and adjacent counties, Edmund Shasteen became a resident of the new county where the 1850 Census listed the occupants of his household as follows: (Richland Township):

#396 (p. 29)  Edmund Shasteen, 62, farming, b. VA

                   Susannah               51, b. VA

                   Edward                   18, laborer, b. OH

                   Jesse                      18, b. OH

                   Samuel                    16, b. OH

                   Berry                        13, b. OH

                   Lewis                         9, b. OH

                   Harriet                        7, b. OH

                   Uriah                         5, b. OH

 

Prior to the taking of the Census of 1860 Edmund Shasteen had died; his widow and remaining family-at-home are shown in Richland Township, Defiance Co., OH (p. 323):

                  Susannah Shasteen, 61, b. VA

                  Samuel                    27 b. OH

                  Benj                         24, b. OH

                  Lewis                       21, b. OH

                  Harriet A.                  18, b. OH

                  Uriah                         15, b. OH

 

As to William Shasteen, referred to in the May 1828 Ross County Court of Common Pleas judgment, he, like Edmund, had left Ross County by 1830 and was found by he 1830 Census in Henry County, near Edmund (Highland Township, p. 1y63):

                   William Shasteen

                   one male, aged 40-50 therefore b. between 1780-1790

                   one female aged 40-50 therefore b. between 1779-1790 

                   one female, aged 15-20, therefore b. between 1809-1815

 

By 1840 William Shasteen was located in Richland Township, Henry County, Ohio, p. 285:

                  William Shasteen

                  one male aged 50-60, therefore b. between 1779-1790

                  one female, aged 50-60, therefore b. between 1779-1790

                  two females, aged 40-50, therefore b. between 1789-1800

 

By the 1850 Census William Shasteen had either died in Henry or Defiance Counties, Ohio or migrated on, for he is not found there by the Census.

 

Reference has already been made to the destruction of Henry County's records covering the period 1820 (county formation) to 1848, the period which would have reflected the residence therein of Edmund and William and any other Shasteens.  Aside from the Census records that place the two families there in 1830 and in 8140, the only extant records from this period are state tax records for the years 1835, 1836, 1837 and 1838.  The 1835 tax listing is quite incomplete and reveals no Shasteens.  The 1836 tax listing for the Town of Independence in Henry County lists these Shasteens:

  

Shasteen, William         Lot 141, valued at $50
                                      Lot 142, valued at $75

Shasteen, E.                   Lot 143, valued at $75

                                      Lot 144, valued at $50

Shasteen, Jacob              Lot 145, valued at $50

                                      Lot 146, valued at $75

Shasteen Alonzo             Lot 50, valued at $75

 

Taxes were accessed on each of these lots for "State and Canal Tax", "County and School Tax", “Road Tax", and "Township Tax."  The town of Independence no longer exists.  According to a recent reference work it was a "boom town, surveyed in 1838 to meet the needs of 200 workers and their families who were engaged in the construction of a slack water dam across the Maumee River.”  The dam was designed to raise the level of the Maumee River above the dam to a depth sufficient to float canal boats across the river to Defiance.  The reservoir thus created was known as slack water.  The dam served both the Wabash and Erie Canal and the Miami and Eire Canal.  With the completion of the dam, Independence became a near ghost town."  (Richard M. Helwig, Ohio Ghost Towns, # 10: Defiance County, Gelena, OH 1987; p. 41)
 

The 1837 tax list for the town of Independence charges William Shasteen for taxes on Lots 143 and 146 ($50 and $75) and Ed. Shasteen for taxes on Lots 140 and 142 ($75 and $75); "Shasteen and Thomas" (a firm) for Lot 61 ($50) and William L. Thomas for Lot 136 ($50).  The 1838 Tax List charges the same "William Shasteen", E. Shasteen" and Shasteen and Thomas' for the same numbered lots in 1837.  (Henry County Tax Records Vol. 602, 603, 604 and 605.  Microfilm reels 2006, Ohio Historical Society, Columbus)

 

So the tax records of Henry County in addition to giving us enticing bits of information on William and Edmund Shasteen introduce us to "Jacob Shasteen" and "Alonzo Shasteen."
  These could conceivably be the oldest sons of Edmund (see his 1830 Census household enumeration) and yet they would have to be fairly precocious landowners, if so.  As to Jacob, his land holdings would seem to place him more in the generation of William and Edmund.  At all events, there is one other Shasteen household that crops up in the 1840 Census of Henry County, but is not listed for 1830 there:

            1840 Census, Richland Township, Henry County, p. 288 (Richland Township is the township in which the Town of Independence was located);

              James Shasteen

              one male, aged 20-30  (Posited: James Shasteen)
              one male aged 15-20

              one male, aged 10-15

              two males, aged 0-5

              one female, aged 40-50

              one female, aged 30-40

 

This census entry appears to describe the family of a widow, aged 40-50, and her offspring, of whom presumably the oldest (and only one who had attained his majority) was James Shasteen who thus lent his name to the entry.  Aside form the posited younger brothers and sisters of James Shasteen, there was one other entry, and older female age 30-40, who would appear to be unwed or widowed sister or sister-in-law.

 

By 1850 this James Shasteen was living in the parent county, Henry County, unlike the other Shasteens by now residing in the new county, Defiance.  James family is thus listed, Henry County, p. 213:

                   James Shasteen, 35, lawyer, b. VA

                   Mary Ann            35, b. Germany

                   Henry Snider, 16, b. PA

                   George Zeigler, 11, b. OH

                   Wm. L. Shasteen, 9, b. OH 

                   Peter Shasteen, 7, b. OH

                  Emanuel Shasteen, b. , b. OH

                  James Shasteen, Jr. 3, b. OH

                  Mary A. Shasteen, 4/12, b. OH

                 Jackson Shasteen, 23, lawyer, b. OH

 

A county history refers to James thus: (Lewis Cass Aldrich, ed.., History of Henry and Fulton Counties, Ohio, Syracuse, D. Mason, 1888)  "James Shasteen was one of the earliest settlers in the county.  He came with his parents in 1826...."  What had become of his mother and his brothers and sisters?  Presumably the Jackson Shasteen listed in his own household was one of the brothers.  The remaining were probably located in Defiance County.  His mother, the other older female in his 1840 household, and one other brother are presumably the individuals found in this entry:  (Defiance Co., OH 1850 Census, pp. 26/ 29)

                                                  Mary Shasteen, 53, b. VA

                                                  Rose Shasteen, 51, b. VA

                                                  Andrew Shasteen, 21, b. OH

 

Other Shasteens in the 1850 Census, J. M. Shasteen (age 26)   (p. 26/27) and William Shasteen (age 21) (p. 27) could either be brothers of James or older sons of Edmund.  J. M. (James Madison) Shasteen, because of identity of name with James himself would not likely have been James' brother, and must therefore have been a son of Edmund.  Further work needs to be done to determine who James' father was.  While it might be tempting to think it was John who disappeared from Ross County, the presence of Jacob shasteen on the 1836 Henry County tax list suggest him as an alternative possibility.  (No records place John there)

 

In a subsequent account further information will be given on these Shasteen families (family Bible records, graveyard inscriptions, inter alia).  As is evident this account is largely a glimpse of these Shasteen families through the eyes of the Census.

 

To summarize the five or six Shasteens of closely-linked geography in Ohio who may eventually prove to have been brothers:

 

Robert Shasteen b. 1774-1794, VA

                         d. Ross Co. OH, say 1825-1827

                         m. 1804, Rockbridge Co., VA Nancy Casky

                         among sons: James S. R. Shasteen

 

John Shasteen b. 1774-1794

                       m. 1815 Gallia Co., OH, Hannah Whitten

 

James Shasteen, b. 1774-1794

                          d. Ross Co., OH between 1828-1830

                          m. Martha ______________

                          among sons: James Shasteen

 

Edmund Shasteen, b. ca. 178/88; from Ross Co., OH to Henry and Defiance Counties, OH

                             m. Susannah _______________

                             among sons: James Madison Shasteen

 

William Shasteen: b. 1779-1790; to Henry Co., OH from Ross Co., OH

                           No known sons.

 

(Possibly)  Jacob Shasteen

                 m. Mary ______________(b. ca. 1796/97, VA

                 among sons: James Shasteen, b. ca. 1814/15 in VA

 

The appearance of the name James among the sons of virtually everyone of the above might indicate that a James Chastain be searched for as possible father to Robert, John, James, Edmund, Jacob and William.

 

 

                    

 

 

